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Abstract: It has been stated that there exist clear affinities between Galicia and Ireland. The main objective
of this talk is to summarise these facts, verify their historical basis, and their representations (in folklore,
for instance). Therefore, my intention is to open a debate on the present reality of these issues, their future,
as well as exploring the possibility of their “practical use”.

a) What is this affinity based on?

- Geography: Atlantic Europe; Physical Geography and Climate (common references).
- Ancient historical relations: from Neolithic to the Celts.

- Medieval and Modern History: trade; war against England.

- Similar social processes in the contemporary period.

b) How is this affinity represented?

- Cultural geography: the spatial shaping of culture: settlement pattern, land use, spatial
perception.

- Folklore: Customs, traditions, dance and music.

- Behaviour: psychology, common references.

- Contemporary cultural and scientific production: new re-interpretations of Ireland in
Galicia; growing interest for Galicia abroad.

c¢) Present Day: which are the conclusions today? Can this be applied? How?

Both nations are similar. Both presented comparable problems throughout history. Both
coincided in the way some of those problems where solved, although the formal result
may appear different. There still exists a background of cultural similarity and mutual
understanding (once the linguistic barrier is solved). Therefore: Can we extrapolate
cases? This could be applies in areas such as economy, cultural heritage and language,
tourism or environmental management.
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